
 
 
Alberta Input into July 21st RRG meeting 
 
o develop draft, high-level statements of what they view as the region’s 

most pressing problems from a transmission perspective; 
 

From a regional perspective, the most pressing problem is determining how to 
develop the transmission system to meet both regional reliability requirements 
and economic opportunity while ensuring that the costs for those developments 
are recovered appropriately.   
 
Open access to and from markets in the Pacific Northwest continues to be a  
major concern for Alberta.  In this regard, transmission rights and the 
management of these rights in real time is a major concern.  Associated with 
transmission rights are holding restrictions, so that no one entity or related 
affiliates can hold more than a certain % of the rights for a contract path. 
 
Alberta also sees the need for increased interregional transmission planning to 
enable development of transmission infrastructure across broad regions and 
facilitate efficient wholesale markets. 
 
o provide, if they wish, detailed lists of the specific technical and 

structural challenges faced by the region’s transmission system; 
 

Alberta sees the need to develop a basis on which, the value of transmission 
investments are evaluated and brought forward considering the full range of 
benefits they may offer. 

 
o provide comments on the draft vision Ted presented at the June 25 RRG 

meeting; 
 
The draft vision needs to recognize Canadian sovereignty. 
 

o share their views about how work on regional transmission issues 
should be prioritized and made as efficient as possible, and how RTO 
West efforts should coordinate with related work in other arenas, such 
as the Northwest Power Planning Council, the Western Governor’s 
Association, the Seams Steering Group - Western Interconnection, the 
Western Electricity Coordinating Council, etc. 
 

The four characteristics and eight functions outlined in the Order 2000 should 
form the basis of which organization has the accountability for which of the 
functions.  In this regard our observation is that all seams and regional planning 
is being carried out by SSG-WI while WECC is accountable for setting standards 
and criteria.  



 
o suggest what types of work groups or other work efforts will be needed 

to develop regionally supported solutions to the region’s high-priority 
transmission problems and opportunities. 

 
Once the regions high priority transmission problems have been identified work 
groups can be formed to address those specific concerns.  
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